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RoMANS xii. 15. 


REJOICE WITH THEM THAT DO REJOICE, AND 
wer WITH THEM THAT WEEP, 


fairs ; of the different events and circum- 


O. the moſt ſuperficial ſurvey of human af. 


ſtances, incident to mortals, we are forcibly 
ſtruck with the contraſt which is marked in their 
ſeveral conditions. Some we behold baſking in 


the unclouded ſunſhine of proſperity, crowned 


with wealth and honor, and, for aught that ap- 
pears to the contrary, poſſeſſed of every thing which 
can render life deſirable and happy. Others paſs 
in review before us, who are made to drink the 
very dregs of wo; who, reduced to adverſity and 
ſuffering of various kinds, ſeem deſtined to ſpend 
their days } in none wretchedneſs and Gn: 


Tur defization of mankind to theſe oppolite 
fates, inſtead of authorizing thoſe complaints and 
on) ections 


r 
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FS 
objections againſt an over-ruling .providence, of 
which they are often made the ground, call us, 
while we adore the unſearchable wiſdom of Jeho- 
vah, to the exerciſe of amiable affections, and the 
practice of amiable virtues, for which we could 
otherwiſe have no opportunity. This conſidera- 
tion, among many others that might be mentioned, 
may ſerve to ſilence the cavils of infidelity and diſ- 
content, and © vindicate the ways of God to man.“ 


Ir is not, however, my preſent deſign; nor 


does the ſubject or occaſion lead to a diſcuſſion of 


this point; but to a recommendation of the hu- 
mane and ſympathetic offices which we owe to 


each other, © in whatever ſtate we are.” 


Lixs brethren of the ſame family, od indi- 
vidual and collective happineſs are inſeparably con- 
nected; like members of the ſame body, which 


| have ſuch a lively ſympathy for each other, that 
e if one ſuffer, all the reſt ſuffer with it; or if one 


be honored, all the reſt rejoice with it, ”” we are 


taught to feel, and to act in relation to our neigh- 
bor, according to the particular ſituation in which 


he is placed. If he be proſperous and at eaſe, it is 
incumbent upon us, not barely to expreſs thoſe 
gratulations which cuſtom requires, and which may 


be offered without the concurrence of the heart ; 


but to cheriſh emotions of pleaſure and ſatisfaction 
in his ſucceſs, and uſe our endeavors to increaſe its 
ſalutary 
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EF 1 
falutary effects, both upon him and upon others. 
If he be afflicted and diſtreſſed, it is no leſs incum- 
bent upon us ſincerely to commiſerate his caſe, and 
to adminiſter all the conſolation and relief in our 


power. 


Svon are the diſpoſition and behavior which 
our text enjoins; a- diſpoſition and behavior | 
which, like all other obligations impoſed by the 
goſpel of Chriſt, add a real dignity and beauty to 
the human character, and tend directly to promote 


the peace and comfort of human life. We cannot 


withhold our eſteem, and even veneration from 


the man, who invariably delights in the welfare of 


all around him; who, though leſs fortunate and 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf, takes complacency in the ex- 
altation and excellence of others; who has no de- 
ſire to diſturb their repoſe or interrupt their enjoy- 
ments, but evidently Aren to render both ſtill 
more complete. 


In a temper and conduct like this, there is a 


generoſity which commands the reſpect, and con- 
ciliates the affections of all 


ON the other hand, we are conſtrained to view 
with a mixture of contempt and abhorrence, him, 
who will not brook a ſuperior ; who is diſpleaſed 


and pained that others ſhould be thought happy 


or reſpectable beyond what he can claim; and, 
therefore, inſtead of attempting to riſe to the ſame 
| height, 
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FF Ev 

ll height, labors to bring them down to his own 

level. He degrades his character below the rank 

| of an intelligent creature; and, like the viper 

| which faſtens his envenomed teeth on himſelf, be- 

comes his own deſtroyer. His ſelf-love, as invari- 
ably happens to all other paſſions of our nature, 
when indulged to exceſs, defeats its purpoſe, and 
proves fatal to its object. While he means to ad- 
vance his perſonal intereſ, ſecurity, and honor, he 


li takes meaſures obviouſly tending to the contrary 
ij 4 effect. This, would he think and reaſon impar- 
3 tially, he muſt at once perceive. For nothing can 
ll de more clear and indiſputable, than that chriſtian 
li benevolence, that benevolence which prompts to 
* ſeek and rejoice in the proſperity of our brethren, 


is adapted to tranquilize our own minds, no leſs 
than to inſure the friendſhip of thoſe towards 


* whom it is exerted. By this mean, we may ſhare 
il the bleflings which are conferred upon others, at 
I the ſame time that we heighten their value and im- 

| | portance to their immediate proprietors. Why, 
ll. then, ſhould we wiſh to diminiſh the happineſs of 
| | our neighbor ? Why ſhould we not be glad when 
| the ſmiles of heaven attend him, and pray for their 

| _ continuance and enlargement? Can it be any grat- 
* jfcation to us to ſee him wretched ? Can the de- 
ö creaſe of his reputation, or the deſtruction of his 
| peace make the leaſt acceſſion to ours? Are the 
if _ evils which we dread to be averted, or the morti- 
| | fications 
1 \ 
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8 uur. us, 8 cultivate contentment with our 


i 8 3 | 


keations which we ſuffer to be remedied by his de- 
gradation 3 Depraved indeed muſt be the perſon, 
who can harbor a ſentiment of the kind! Delight- 


ing in what ought to be his affliction, and afflicted 
by what ought to be his delight, to compare him 


with apoſtate ſpirits can hardly be deemed invid- 
ious. _ 


own lot, and complacency in that of others. I 
wiſh not to enforce a ſtoical apathy or indifference 
to worldly poſſeſſions and honors. Within the 


| bounds which reaſon and religion preſcribe, be as 


induſtrious as you pleaſe to improve your circum- 
\Rances ; to equal, or even to rival the reſpectabil- 
** and opulence of your brethren. 


©" Tarxx not, however, to effect this by derogat- 
= from their merit, or obſtructing the execution 
of their deſigns ; but by rectifying your own mil- 
takes, and exerting your own diligence. Should 
you, after all, fail in the undertaking, envy not the 
better fortune of another, but appropriate it to 
vourſelves, by being pleaſed with his pleaſures; by 
enjoying his enjoyments. 


EQUALLY powerful and concluſive are the argu- 


ments, by which we are urged to ſympathize with 


_ the afflicted. © Remember them that are in bonds, 
as bound with them; and them that ſuffer adver- 


ſity, as being yourſelves alſo in the body. „ What - 


B * Hebrews = - ever 


ever be our preſent condition ; though we. fee lit- 
tle cauſe to forebode the diſcomfiture of pain and 


trouble, and be ready to ſay within ourſelves, 


Our mountain ſtandeth ſtrong; we ſhall never be : 
moved ;” yet inſtability is legibly inſcribed on ev- 


ery thing below the ſun; and our joy may unex- 
pectedly be turned into lamentation and mourning. 


Calamities no leſs inſupportable than thoſe, under 


which one, and another of our acquaintance now 
_ groan, and for the mitigation of which our com- 
paſſion and aid are required, may ſoon fall upon us. 


For we, like them, are in a ſtate of imperfection and 5 


diſcipline; liable to ten thouſand accidents and diſ- 
aſters, which may ſuddenly involve us in diſtreſs 


and ſuffering. If, therefore, we would be ſup- 
ported by the teſtimony of an approving con- 
ſcience; if we would be entitled to the endearing 


attentions and friendly offices of our fellow men, 


in the day of evil, we want not for motives habit- 


| ually to c weep with them that weep.” 


INDEPENDENT of this conſideration, which comes 


home to the moſt ſelfiſh mind, and when duly 


realized muſt have a degree of influence upon the 
worldling himſelf, the intrinſic amiableneſs of the 
practice contended for, will recommend it to every 
perſon of genuine ſenſibility. When Job declares, “ 
< the bleſſing of him that was ready to periſh came 
upon me; and I cauſed the widow's heart to leap 

* Chap. 29, ver. 13. Hoare for 


FF 
for joy, who can hear and believe the declaration 
without admiring—without loving his character: 
If there be an object within the compaſs of nature, 
which irreſiſtably attracts our affection and eſteem, 
it is the perſon, whoſe words and actions are uni- 


| formly calculated to aſſuage the griefs and ſupply 
the wants of adverbity; 


THERE 1s, moreover, an exquiſite pleaſure in 
wiping the tear of anguiſh from the friendleſs child 


of wo, and infuſing the balm of kindneſs into his 
bleeding heart; a pleaſure of which actual experi- 


ment only can give a juſt conception, and 1 which 
nothing ſhort of celeſtial joys can be fitly compared. 


S8o excellent in their nature, and fo uſeful in 
their conſequences are this temper and practice, 
that our divine Lord makes the exemplification of 
them, the ground of our final acceptance and juſti- 
fication at the tribunal of heaven. © Then ſhall 
the King ſay unto them on his right hand, Come, 

ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the kingdom pre- 


pared for you from the foundation of the world. 


For I was an hungered and ye gave me meet ; I 
was thirſty, and ye gave me drink; I was a ſtran- 
ger, and ye took me in; naked and ye clothed 
me: I was ſick and ye viſited me; I was in priſon 
and ye came unto me. Verily I ſay unto you, in- 
aſmuch as ye have done it unto the leaſt of theſe 
my brethren, ye have done it unto me.““ 


* Matt. XXV. 34. &c. How 
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How animating the proſpects, how invincible 


the inducements which here riſe into view | Who 
can heſitate what courſe to take? Who can refrain 


from doing good and communicating happineſs, 


when he knows that © with ſuch lacrilices God 18 


well pleaſed ? 


LET no excuſe be made or admitted for neglect- 


ing the Godlike exertion, Let no reluctance or 


unkindneſs, in miniſtering comfort to the comfort- 


leſs, deſtroy the virtue, or prevent the ſalutary 
effects of the noble deed. Be ſparing of cenſure 


and crimination, even where adverſity is the mani- 
feſt reſult of miſconduct; and by a viſible ſolici- 


tude for the beſt intereſt of the diſtreſſed, ſtudy to 


reform while you relieve ; © that you may be the 


children of your Father in heaven, who maketh 


his ſun to riſe on the evil and on the good, and 


ſendeth rain on the juſt and on the unjuſt.” 


I cannor prevail on myſelf to conclude this ſub- 


ject, without dilating, for a few moments, on thoſe 
important conſiderations which it evidently ſug- 
geſts, both to him wha receives, and to him who 


beſtows charity. 


Ax there children of indigence and affliction, 


who depend, in any degree, for ſubſiſtence upon 
the generoſity of others? While you take ſpecial 


heed to avoid repining at the allotments of a holy 
Providence, and cultivate a becoming reſignation 


0 


{ 
{ 


—, © @ 


©. 3 


to the will of heaven, permit me to exhort you, at 


the ſame time, ſtudiouſly to reſiſt the impulſes of 
an envious and querulous diſpoſition towards your 
affluent and proſperous brethren. It is very poſſi- 
ble, and perhaps, too common for thoſe who move 
in the humbler ſpheres of life, and often feel the 
inconveniences and perplexities of want, to cheriſh 
extravagant ideas of their right to unlimited aſſiſt. 
ance and relief, After all the exertions of human- 
ity and benevolence, which are made in their be- 
half, finding themſelves ſtill deſtitute of many com- 


forts, which their benefactors freely enjoy, they 


are under ſtrong temptations to tax with parſi. 


mony, the very hand which is reached forth for 


their deliverance and ſupport ; becauſe it contains 
not the means of gratifying all their wiſhes | _ 


Bor, my friends, notwithſtanding all the arts 
and arms, which, in modern times, have been ſo 


induſtriouſly employed to equalize the world, it re- 


mains evident to a demonſtration, that as there al- 
ways have been, there always mu/t be different grades 
in ſociety. This is the obvious tendency and 
courſe of nature, and, therefore, the unqueſtionable 


purpoſe and ordination of nature's God. It is 


your part, then, neither to complain that others 


are exalted above you, in point of wealth and 


honor, nor to demand an equal diſtribution of the 


aggregate goods of the community; but to exer- 


ciſe 


[ 4 ] 
ciſe nadi-mbled gratitude, both for divine and 
human benefactions. 


WIA though your neighbors, who live in ſplen- 
dor and © fare ſumptuouſly every day,” give not 
ſo abundantly as to ſupply all your neceſſities? Are | 
you authorized, for this reaſon, to think or ſpeak 
diminutively of . 80 they have imparted ; to make 
invidious compariſons between their ſituation and 
your own ; and hence to infer | that they are un- 
feeling and ſelfiſh ? Ought you not rather to put 
the moſt favorable conſtruction upon their inten- 
tions and actions ; 3 and to recollect that the ſtation 
in which they are placed, the company with which 
they aſſociate, together with the claims of other 
dependants on their liberality, create a variety of 


expenſes of which you have little conception, and 
{till leſs need ? 


Tux are ſtewards of the divine bounty, and as 
fuch reſponſible to the great Sovereign of the uni- 
verſe for all that is given them in truſt, Nume- 
rous, in proportion to the extent of their riches, 
are the directions, in which they are called to 
e ſcatter their bread.” Indulge not a wiſh, then, 
to take from them the power of rendering their 
benevolence diffuſive, either by appropriating its 
0 effects excluſively to your own emolument, or by 
| 5 ; wreſting from their hands the property which 
ll was intended to make them extenſively uſeful to 
| e mankind. 
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mankind. Grudge them not the ſuperior poſſeſ- 
fions with which they are indulged ; nor deem it 
a hardſhip that they themſelves ſhould liberally 
ſhare the bleſſings, which they communicate to 


others. Envy is impiety. To repine and ſicken 


at the good fortune of a brother, is to © charge 
God fooliſhly,” and arraign the juſtice of his diſ- 
penſations. For promotion cometh neither from 


the eaſt, nor from the weſt, nor from the ſouth ;_ 
but God is the judge: He putteth down one, and 
ſetteth up another,” It is he that giveth power to 


get wealth ; and when he ſees cauſe to ſucceed the 


lawful enterprizes of any individual of his crea- 


tures, it is for wiſe and gracious ends; and to feel 
complacency in the event is a rational act of ſub- 


miſſion, an eſſential duty of religion. 


Bur „it is more bleſſed to give than to re- 
ceive; and I am happy in the perſuaſion that this 


pre- eminent bleſſedneſs is within the reach of, by 
far, the greater part of my audience. The poor 


we have always with us ;” and it is a fact which 


reflects the higheſt honor on America, that in ad- 
dition to the liberal proviſion which is made for 
them by her laws, her citizens in the various parts 


of the Union are diſpoſed to make voluntary con- 
tributions, and to form voluntary aſſociations, ſtill 
more effectually to meliorate their condition. 
Theſe aſſociations have been multiplied, and are 

yet 
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yet multiplying, i in ſome due proportion to the un- 
exampled proſperity of our nation: and nothing 
furely. can tend more directly to the diffuſion of 
comfort 2mong the needy and diſtreſſed. Indi- 
viduals, however benevolently diſpoſed in the ha- 
bitual temper of their minds, may not always have 
it in their power, and ſometimes, perhaps, may 
even want the inclination to. © give to him that 
needeth.“ Yet ſuppoſe them conſtantly able and 
willing to do good unto all as they have oppor- 
tunity,” proper objects of charity, though their 
exiſtence is undoubted, may not at all times fall 
within the compaſs of their knowledge. All theſe 
obſtructions to the mitigation of human miſery, 
are beſt removed, by the regular organization of 

Charitable Societies ; where every member relin- 
quiſhes the power of excuſing himſelf from afford- 
ing fome degree of aid to the wretched, by enga- 
ging certain periodical payments to be applied to 
their ufe ; and where all others, at a time and in a 
manner moſt congenial to their own feelings, may 
depofit their bounty with perſons, who are ac- 
countable for the ſums committed to their care, 
and whoſe official duty it is, without conſulting 

thoſe ſelfiſh and capricious fentiments which are 
occaſionally incident to moſt men, in a perſonal 
capacity, to ſearch out the retreats of the deſtitute 
and friendlefs, and impartially diſtribute among 
them © thoſe. things which are needful to the 
body.” BxslpEs; 
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Bxstos; the united influence and ability of 
numbers muſt, in this, as in every other ſocial con- 
cern, produce more certain and beneſicial effects, 
than the ſolitary and diſconnected exertions, even 
of the ſame perſons, directed to the ſame end.— 


| Who, then, can be inſenſible to emotions of 


the ſincereſt pleaſure, on this joyful anniverſary of 
a riſing inſtitution, compoſed of ſo many reſpecta- 


ble names, who are thus © provoking one another 


to love and good works? 


| Taz principles and objeft of your Society, my 
friends, are ſuch as the voice of nature and the 


word of God jointly enforce. Our own houſe- 


holds, our immediate neighborkoods, and our na- 


tive country have doubtleſs a primary claim to our 


good will, and our good offices. 


Trar affectation of unbounded and equal be- 


nevolence to the whole poſterity of Adam, which, 


to the excluſion of all reverence for the name, and 


ſubmiſſion to the law of God, has always been the 
boaſt of infidel philoſophy, and which, being ripen- 
ed into action, has of late deluged one quarter of 


the globe in blood, and threatened 2ll the reſt with 
deſolation and barbariſm, is the mere creature of 


a corrupt and degenerate imagination. At belt, it 


ſubſtitutes a gilded phantom for an important re- 


ality, and is no longer harmleſs, than it remains 


dormant and inactive. A man who is not prac- 
as . | tically 
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, tially ready to derüte a finall part of his property, 
labor, or time to the comfort of his poor neighbor, 


or even: the ſupport of his own family, may yet 


by the force of ſpeculation work himſelf up into a 
fancied, and, perhaps, rapturous willingneſs to 


facrifice his whole intereſt, temporal and eternal, 
to the good of the univerſe | Such a willingneſs 
implies no actual or poſlible ſacrifice, and therefore 
no ſure proof of real benevolence. Vet, as it has 
the appearance of very ſublime and diſintereſted 


affection, its poſſeſſor is in danger, not only of en- 


tertaining a high and confident opinion of his own 


goodneſs, but of deſpiſing and neglecting the or- 


dinary and ſubſtantial duties of chriſtian love. 


* A sTEADx, conſcientious, and affectionate prac- 
tice of the domeſtic and neighborly, the friendly 


and patriotic virtues is the beſt, and generally 


ſpeaking, almoſt the only method, in which the 
bulk of chriſtians can prove the ſincerity, and pro- 
mote the objects of univerſal benevolence. 


rs Tuar is true philanthropy, which makes its 
ſubject actively and uſefully benevolent to his fam- 


ily, vicinity, country, and as far as poſlible his 
whole ſpecies; and which purſues the good of 


particular portions of mankind, in conſiſtency 


with, and ſubordination to, the great intereſts of | 
the whole.“ : ais 


* SEE the note in page 20 of Profeſſor Tappan's excellent ſermon, 
addreſſed to che ſenior claſs of Harvard Univerſity, June 19, 1798. 
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Tunis true philanthropy, your. inſtitution pro- 


ſeſſes; and can there be a queſtion, after the valu- 
able fruits it has already produced, whether you 


will continue to act in conformity to its original 
deſign. As no other adequate motive can be aſ- 


ſigned for your previous conduct, it is preſumed 


that you will not now relax your induſtry and 
| zeal, but perſevere in laudable endeavors to ob- 


tain increaſing means of pouring conſolation into. 
the aching heart of indigence, diſeaſe, and ſorrow. 


Tou will lend a patient ear to the tale of wo, and 


inquire into the circumſtances and wants of mod- 


eſt, retiring worth in diſtreſs. You will haſten, 
with alacrity, to afford ſeaſonable relief, and make 
it your ſtudy to reſtore to virtue, as well as to caſe. 


In all your © labors of love” to man, you will be 
actuated by a ſupreme regard to the authority of 
heaven; and take heed, while © your alms are ac- 
cepted, that your prayers may be heard, and had 
in remembrance before God.“ 


To this comrls, you will find abundant incen- 


tives in the conſideration of the ſhortneſs of lite, 
the certainty of death, and the awful ſolemnity of 


a judgment to come. One of your number, * 


who, on your laſt anniverſary, was a diſtinguiſhed 


ornament to humanity and bleſſing to his country; 


in whom the friend and the patriot were combined 


with the chriſtian, i is now no more! But © though 


dead, „ 


» His late Excellency IxckzAs SUMNER, Ei 
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dead, he yet ſpeaketh.“ While, therefore, you 
mingle your tears with. thoſe of the community at 
large, and join with them in deploring the public 
loſs wikch is ſuſtained in his departure ; and while 

His memory is dear to your hearts, let the perſua- 
ve language of his example excite you to redouble 
your diligence, in the cultivation of that piety and 
virtue which rendered him ſo eminently uſeful in 
| his day, and fo early prepared him for the bliGful 
regions of immortality. 


| BaeTHREN, we wiſh you * a 4 frond the 
houſe of the Lord.” May you long live to ſerve 
your generation according to the will of God; 
and when your days, on earth, ſhall be numbered 
and finiſhed, may the foundation which you have 
laid, be patronized and improved, to the honor 
and advantage of ages yet to be born, who ſhall 
riſe up and call you bleſſed.“ 


» 
© I MEN, and BRETHREN, of this 
reſpectable Aſſembly, | 


WI are far from ſuppoſin 9 deeds of charity and 
compaſſion incumbent only upon thoſe who have 
aſſociated for the purpoſe of facilitating and enſur- 
ing their performance. Theſe are duties which, 
prior to any compact or agreement of ours, 
every man owes to his brother. The goſpel of 
Chriſt abounds in precepts, as the life of Chriſt 

abounded 


N. formed juſt apprehenſions of the „de g to 
Which they are liable. 
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abounded in examples of this import. Confident 
of your ability, we will not diſtruſt your inclina- 
e g ge . N 


. 
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BOL D, then, the tender mother, furrounded 


by a numerous, helpleſs offspring, importunately 


pleading for bread, which, unable to procure, ſhe 


is filent eu replies n her tears! 


ip alen alas —mark the pallid aſpect of 
his viſage —her affectionate huſband, who, till 
a few weeks ſince, was able by his labor to content 


them with a plentiful, though coarſe and homely 


fare, is now confined on a bed of languiſhing ſick - 
neſs. Deſtitute himſelf of every cordial ſuited to 


his condition, he is tremblingly alive to his own 


affliction; yet his heart is wrung with additional 


| anguiſh by a contemplation of the inſupportable 


ills, which have already befallen, and which ſtill 
impend his dearer ſelf, and his beloved children 
And is there no remedy for theſe accumulated ca- 
lamities? Yes, my hearers. You have, to-day, an 
Opportunity entirely to reverſe the ſcene, and re- 
ſtore health, joy, and contentment to this deſpair- 
ng group of ſufferers ! 

Look 
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Loox forward to! the future hour, when your 
preſent charity ſhall have baniſhed diſeaſe and pain 


from th eir dwelling, and rendered them more 
| happy; and more virtuous than ever. And I feel 


aſſured, that the exquiſite ſatisfaction, which; even 
the anticipated conſciouſneſs of © healing the ſick, 
feeding the hungry, and clothing the naked,” muſt 


_ Inſpire, will not. fail to open both your hearts and 
hands for the benevolent purpoſe. 


apts © Every one, therefore, according as God has 


| profpered him, ſo let him give; not grudgingly, 


or of n for the Lord enn, a * 


giver.” F 
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